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better than that of the countries which were their
chief rivals in trade. There was a good deal of
pauperism, a good deal of vagabondism, a good
deal of thievery, and a good deal of bad legisla-
tion as a shadow to the picture ; but even in
these matters the record was less dark than it
had been before. We have it on the authority
of Harrison that in the reign of Henry VIII.
about two thousand rogues were hanged yearly,
whereas so much were things improved that
only between three and four hundred a year
were hanged for theft and robbery in Eliza-
beth's time.

CHAPTER   VIII.

FROM  THE  FIRST  ADVENTURE  OF  THE  EAST

INDIA   COMPANY  TO  THE   EXECUTION   OF

CHARLES  I.

1603-1649.

WHEN James I., by the fortune of birth,
united the crowns of Scotland and England,
there was an end of discord for a time between
the two peoples. Scottish industries were bene-
fited by being brought under the same laws
and privileges as English industries, and the
ports and trading centres of Scotland began to
show a considerable prosperity. As regards
England, the effect of the new dynasty was
favourable neither to trade nor to the well-
being of the people. James I. made himself the
enemy of the trading classes almost from the